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to by the Democrats and Republicans. 
They will say to me and Senator 
COATS: Okay, you have X amount of 
money to spend. You have lots and lots 
of requests out there. You have lots of 
responsibilities. Let me list a few: Se-
curing the entire border of the United 
States, all airports, all land ports, all 
river ports. We have to check all the 
cargo that comes into the country. 

Our budget funds TSA, not the most 
popular group. But we try to keep our 
air travelers safe and support inter-
national commerce at every level. 
Every business traveler who is trying 
to cut a deal in Germany or in England 
or in Asia has to get either 
preclearance or global entry or travel. 
We support that effort. We want our 
businesses out there making contracts, 
bringing jobs to America. We cannot do 
that if this budget does not get done. 
So give us a number. We will put the 
budget together the best we can to-
gether. We will live within the restric-
tions that are given to us—or the 
guidelines. We will not spend one 
penny more than what the budget tells 
us. 

But we cannot even get there because 
not everyone is being reckless. Not ev-
eryone is being unreasonable. There is 
clearly an identifiable group, led by 
the Senator from Texas. One of his col-
leagues or someone in the press—I am 
not sure who, but it was a great 
quote—said that Senator CRUZ has led 
the Republican Party and the tea party 
into the middle of eight lanes of traffic 
and walked away. Eight lanes of traffic 
with traffic coming both ways is a very 
unsafe and dangerous place to be. They 
are going to have to find their way to 
the side of that road. 

Open the government, and then say 
yes to a budget conference where all 
things can be negotiated, and have 
been for literally hundreds of years. 
This is not a new process the Senate 
and the House have been undertaking. 
This is regular order. 

I am going to end here. This is day 5. 
I want to have this printed in the 
RECORD, since they are in the middle of 
traffic now, with very few safe ways 
out, but we could open the government 
and get to the negotiating table. 

I want to have printed in the RECORD 
that for businesses, 800,000 workers—I 
know they passed a bill a little while 
ago to say those workers could be paid. 
That is important to do. But, again, it 
is not just workers. What about the 
contracts they are supposed to be giv-
ing out or the projects? They still do 
not have authorization even if they 
come back to work to do that. It is 
going to affect business. Let me say 
how much. 

The Federal Government spends $400 
billion in the private sector. That is $1 
billion a day. So this reckless behavior 
has already cost $5 billion; every day $1 
billion gone. 

Is their resolution in the House going 
to reinstate that $1 billion that small 
businesses have lost or business gen-
erally? I do not think so. I did not read 

the fine print. I do not think that is in 
there. Every day, if you say 25 percent 
of all of our contracts should go to 
small businesses, that is $240 million a 
day for small businesses lost. 

The government roughly makes 
about 150 loans to small businesses 
every day. We are in day 5. That is 600 
loans gone. I could go on and on with 
every day how that affects businesses. 

I am happy to see, in conclusion, that 
the House, in realizing they are in a 
bad, bad situation, has sent a lifeline 
out to the 800,000 Federal employees, 
their own constituents that they put 
on the chopping block and took these 
paychecks as negotiating fodder be-
cause they do not like the bill that 
passed 3 years ago, upheld by the Su-
preme Court, and being implemented in 
the majority of States, including 
States with Republican Governors. 

That is foolishness, recklessness, and 
irresponsibility. But that is what they 
did. We did not do that; they did that. 
If we open the government, get con-
tracts going again, stop threatening 
small businesses that have nothing to 
do with this, then we can go to the 
budget conference and open everything 
for negotiation. 

Maybe we can do the medical device 
tax. I would like to work on flood in-
surance, for one. My constituents are 
going crazy. Flood insurance has gone 
up tenfold. I cannot even get to a nego-
tiating table. We would like to pass the 
WRDA bill in Louisiana. I would like 
to see the Keystone Pipeline nego-
tiated. I am for the Keystone Pipeline. 
The President is against it. But maybe 
we can find some way forward. 

But we cannot go anywhere until we 
get out of eight lanes of traffic. The 
only way to do that is to admit you 
were wrong, open the government, and 
then go to conference and put every-
thing on the table and let’s talk. 

I see my good friend from Con-
necticut here. I thank him for joining 
us on the floor today. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period of 
morning business be extended until 5 
p.m. today, with all other provisions of 
the previous order remaining in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, let me 
thank my great friend from Louisiana 
for her remarks and for all the work 
she has done to stand up for her con-
stituents, but also for small businesses. 
I think she makes a great point, that 
right now there are thousands of small 
businesses throughout my State, the 
northeast, throughout the Presiding 
Officer’s State as well, that are waiting 

for loans from the SBA that cannot get 
them because right now the SBA is es-
sentially out of business. That right 
now is having a detrimental effect on 
our economy. 

I thank her for her great advocacy on 
behalf of the small businesses through-
out Louisiana and across the country. 

There is a lot of truth to the fact 
that there can be mutual blame thrown 
around this place very often when it 
comes to the reasons why we have not 
solved a lot of our most vexing prob-
lems as a nation. The deficit, for in-
stance, did not get to be the size it is 
without both parties playing a role in 
the fact that we still sit back without 
the will to try to take on that enor-
mous problem and burden we are leav-
ing to our kids. That is due to both Re-
publican and Democratic intran-
sigence. 

There are a lot of things that happen 
here in which you can very accurately 
and appropriately assess that both 
sides of the aisle have been part of the 
blame. This is not one of them. This is 
not one of them. When it comes to try-
ing to figure out the reasons why our 
government is shut down, it is pretty 
simple to explain how we got here. 

Yet I have heard a lot of my friends 
on the other side blame the majority 
leader and blame the President for the 
shutdown. I have even heard some 
newscasts try to suggest that it is just 
sort of good old-fashioned generic grid-
lock here in Washington that has led to 
this shutdown. 

Mostly the American public gets it. I 
think mostly the American public un-
derstands that this is essentially a 
shutdown of the Federal Government 
caused by a small band of ideological 
conservatives in the House of Rep-
resentatives called the tea party. I 
have sort of tried to struggle with how 
to explain this to the handful of people 
back in Connecticut who still do not 
understand what is going on, although 
there is no way to create an analogy 
that works. 

I mean this shutdown is so ridicu-
lous, it is so unique that there is no 
metaphor that works. I have tried this 
one. Imagine that there is a couple. 
They live in Boston, let’s say. The wife 
loves living in Boston, but the husband 
has sort of been fed up with Boston for 
a little while. He wants to move to the 
west coast, let’s say to San Francisco. 
But they have been living in Boston for 
a long time. They have this disagree-
ment as to what to do next. They have 
been having it for a while. They have 
not sorted it out. But they chose to 
live in Boston, so that is where they 
continue to be. 

Well, one day the husband comes 
home and says to his wife: You know 
what. I have had enough. I have had 
enough. I want to move to San Fran-
cisco. If you do not agree, I am going 
to call up some contractors and have 
them come over and take the roof off 
our house. 

She says: What are you talking 
about? Take the roof off our house? I 
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